L
]




111

anll tnduugall

! 1 daiall duell Gljlall Jga L
. s 1611 :;-.ﬂi‘nl'--.fz-f'-.-'-'h'i:f."-";"l":"""'.1.-.:-1': "'|:'- s 1T & - 1]
| e L !..... e LA 44 L G ) G A LD L LG ) LI )] S L JIALLLY

fpt Loty - a8

The Life Acoustic

mirate s music scene 1S experient

ive Freshly Ground Sound

30




or the past five years, Dubals
:’F financial centre has come to life
after office hours for Art Nights a
monthly, public event that brings together
artists: gallorists, art enthusiasts wnd finance
professionals, It is Thibad at its best, And in
the middle of all this, there s alwoys g TL]
spinning predictable, ehill-oul beats, each
song sounding suspiciously similar to the
one befora,
| At this year's Art Nights, to mark the stirt
of Art Week, the mnssive black [N boath
was missing. In its place was a threadbare
carpet decorated with delicate-looking cot-
ton ball lights. 8 homemade black box and
a four-man band - Physieal Graffiti. The
Dubai-based  contemporary  follgacoustic
band was playing an acoustic set courtesy
of Freshly Ground Sounds - 5 non-profit ind-
tistive to create o community and platform
| for- spreading independent acoustic music
acrss the United Arab Emirates (UAE]L
The inftlative was started by lsmat Abidi,
i media lewyer who grew up in the UAR
and who rocently moved back, only 1o find
a serions hole in the music scena. “There's
| # bigr gap botween playing in your bedroom
and [becoming & successful performer] wnd
there was nothing in the UAE that speaks
to that level,” she says, when asked about the
inspiration behind Freshly Ground Sounds,
| Involved in East London's lo-fl, ‘acoustic,

opportunity for independeont musicians such
a3 hergell was glaring, and that was another
reason Lo start the Freshly Ground Sounds.
“T knew thers were & lot of musgicians like
me scattered around, but there was nothing
to bring them together.” says Abidi

After approaching cafés and other oom-
munity-hased vonues, Abidi decided to test-
drive her idea with a small gig at The Mags-
zine Shop in November 2013 She invited
about 30 people. brought together five mu-
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"The demand is insane.
It's been relentlessly
out of control in the
best possible way."

community culture musgic scane, the lack af

siciuns, incliding Craig Perry. and set up o
Facabook page. More than 70 people showed
up. The next event, a gig-at The Archive in
Dubai's Safn Park was even more successful.
Not only did Abldl have more bands want-
ing ta play, 250 people came out to listen and
support her and her team. She works with
Tareq Khorsheod, s friemd who grew up
with her in Abu Dhabi and who works as a
sound enginoer,

“Now, 15 weeks later, we have over 75
musicians on our books and have played slx
venues, The domand is insane. The public
cornes tovsand I manit through a comrmuni-
ty-based channel. Its been relentlessly out of
eontrol in the best possible way,” says Abidi,

Abidi would like to take her initistive to
other GCC countries, but her focus iz cur-
renitly on solidifying the acoustic communi-
ty that Freshly Ground Sounds has already
croated here in the UAE “We've tried to
work in seasons, harbouring and nurturing
those artists over a period of three months ar
a ‘season’, We've talen five key artists from
our first season, got sponsorship and wa've
recorded an EP It's the region’s first lo-fi
acoustie, indepemdent EP. It has five original
tracks by fve very different artists, IHs o way
o expose to the world that the TIAE has tal-
ent like this It will be a great shonwwcaze for
the UAE, and hopefully that will pick up
mareand more" 8
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