ESSENTIAL MUSIC & NIGHTLIFE IN THE EMIRATES
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The cool chicks shaping Dubai's underground culture
ﬂ

JUST ADD SASS It's not all about money, IT'S PLAYTIME Sham De Funk
Style for sisters says Crazy P singer Grab the girls for a night proves she's a mighty
with attitude p39 Danielle Moore p33 on the tiles p2o DJ warrior pl4



ISMAT ABIDI

Phalo: Antoria Fobaerissn

talent polished to perfection.

The journey: One of the many things | missed about Iiving in London was the
local music scene and the community associated with it. | missed pop-up gigs
fram neighbourhood bands in local coffes houses wheare some of the music

was excellent. Most of the bands had day jobs or had a hugely successful DIY
release of their music onling and didn't want to go beyond playing intimate gigs
around select venues in London. As an amateur mugician, | also enjoved taking
along my guitar and jamming with other musicians in the area,

Proudest moment: “Ah, Frashly Ground Sounds! | went to vour gig in Safa Park
and I'd only been in Dubai a few manths, | remember thinking that it was the first
thing I'd seen in Dubai that felt real. It was so nice” Feadback like that makes

me happy with what | started,

Inspiration: The people around me. I'm very fortunate to have childhood friends
in Dubai. We grew up together in the UAE and have gradually all found our way
back here. Many of them are heavily involved in musie, sound engineearing or
media, and have donated their time and talent to get Freshly Ground Sounds
kickatarted. Some friends ["we met mone recently in Dubal were looking for some
inspiration or wanted to play an instrument. Freshly has encouraged them and

reciprocally, their enthusiasm inspires me. s a nicea
cycle. There would be no Freshly without them

My Dubai; On the surface and at first glance, it's guite
easy to dismiss Dubai as a plastic playground with a
clinical cultura. If you dig a little deeper, Dubai is a place
that is commercially and culturally full of cpportunities
and inspiraticn. My weekands are full of camping, water
sports, cooking large meals with good friends and
playing muzic, Thers iz nol a week [hal goes by without
a pop-up cinema or a local art exhibition. If vou arg
naturally interasted in these things, Dubai is the typea of
place whera it's inevitalzle that they will find you or you
will find tham.

| recently attended a sound art evening in Dubai hosted
by some London-based arlists on a residancy at
Tashkeel. & woman in the audience relentlessly vented
her frusfration at thea lack of "a 'real’ cragtive, art or
music scene in the LAE". A guest speaker relayed a
guote: “Don't moan, organise.” Dubai is the type of place
that attracts organizgers, and that makes it an incredible
place to live and work,

Mationality: British

Dubai connection: |

grew up in Abu Dhabi and
maved to the UK when |
was 18. Over the last few
vaars, I've movad back and
forth between London and
the LIAE avery vear or 50,
struggling to stick to one
placa. | raturned for the
fourth time in April 2013
and decided to stay put.
Chasing the dream: I'm
the founder of Frashly
Ground Sounds. | talk

lo caommunity-based or
independent venues and brands and together with the Freshly team, we put
togather unique events aboul twice a month for grassrools live music in the
LIAE. A great side effect of the role is also jamming with local musicians and
talking to people who enjoy onginal live music, whether they have raw talant or

Don’t moan, organise’. Dubai is the
type of place that atfracts organisers
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and that makes it an incredible place

On the horizon: The team and | run Frashly Ground Sounds for the love of
music. s not-for-profit and nen-commercial. We've had some inguires from
autside the UAE aboul promoating orginal talent this country bas o offer. We're
alzo going to be featured in Season Twe of the Peela Planet travel TV series. I's
such a sabishying feeling o be able to give back o the place | grew up n and
being able to provide a platform that showcases the UAE's diverse music scene.
Wiy rule 15 that as long as its fun o run, 'l Keep going.

Girls talk: Look up Zahra Scar, founder of Rock Camp for Girle and Moush Like
Sploash, founder of Freedom Ard, Similar to Freshly, both are grassrools, non-
profit initiatives with the community in mind. Zabra and Moush also grew up in
the LAE, There must have bean something in the ar back in the "d90s,

lags: freshivgroundsounds.com, facebook.com/FreshlyGroundSounds,
soundcloud, comiFreshlyGroundSounds, @izzyabidi
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